WHATS IN A NAME?


For some time now a few of the Berkeley's in the club have come to be known as B60’s, B65’s and B90’s.  But in fact this abuses the original Berkeley model names and type numbers given to the cars. The list of all model type and numbers are as follows:

Berkeley ‘Sports’ – Anzani Type SA322

This is the original car, announced in September 1956 and fitted with the 322cc Anzani engine.  It was produced from October 1956 to January 1957, when the power unit was changed to Excelsior 328cc at chassis number B164.  This car has often been called the B60 but why has been lost in the passing of time.  The identification plate is a plain stamped alloy rectangle fitted on the engine bay side wall just above the Dynastart and is marked SA322 B1 etc (Sports Anzani 322cc Berkeley Chassis number 1). The gearbox is a three speed type HJR5, and these cars had sloping front edges to the doors so that when the doors were opened they hinged upwards and closed by themselves!  

Berkeley ‘Sports’ – Excelsior Type SE328

This model is basically the Anzani ‘Sports’ fitted with the 328cc Excelsior engine.  Early cars from Jan 1957 to about chassis number 476 in June 1957 still used a column gear change.  During their production run a Deluxe model was offered and was bodily the same.  The production run ran from Jan 1957 to April 1958 with chassis numbers from 164 to 1422.  The chassis plate is similar to the Anzani type on the early cars but was later changed to a printed type fitted to the bulkhead above the brake master cylinder.  The printed type chassis plate had type ‘SE328’ printed on it.  Most of these cars had the three-speed gearbox similar to the Anzani except for the mounting flanges.  All of the cars had the sloping leading edges to the doors.

Berkeley ‘Sports’ 492 Type SE492 or “Twosome”

These cars are often wrongly called B90’s.  All the cars had the three cylinder 492cc Excelsior engine and their type number is SE492.  The production ran from October 1957 to March 1959 with chassis numbered 1 to 666.  From about October 1958, in order to coincide with the introduction of the “Foursome”, they were renamed the ‘Twosome’.  

Also at the 1958 Motor Show a Fixed Head (or Fixed Hard Top cars) was announced and displayed that had internal AND external door handles, this type of car however never appears to have been produced.  

It is probable that cars pre chassis number 120 (approx), about April 1958, had similar bodies to the early Berkeley “Sports” cars.  Cars from about April 1958 to the end of production had vertical front door edges and internal door hinges as well as body moulding and a few mechanical changes.  Early cars were fitted with the four speed TR gearbox whilst later cars had the larger and stronger VR gearbox.

Berkeley B65


The B65 was announced in September 1960 to compliment the T60, B95 and B105.  They are bodily the same as late SE492 and shared some body panels with the T60, and were fitted with the 328cc Excelsior engine.  

Although logically these cars should have ran from chassis number 1422 to 1520, it seems more likely that chassis numbers ranged from 1500 to 1520.  Very few of these cars are known to exist and the ones that do seem to suggest a production run of about 20 cars or less.  

All cars had the later SE492 type bodyshell, complete with the lower front right hand side bulge in the Punt, to accommodate the larger 492cc engine.  The type reference marked on the chassis plate, is B65. 

Berkeley Foursome

Announced in October 1958 this model was wider and longer than it’s forebears and differed structurally in that the rear swinging arms are lower and external to the body and the spare wheel was mounted at the rear of the car.  The type reference is supposed to be SE/492/4 but one has the reference B.100.  The chassis numbers are D1/1 to D1/19 but then again one example has D1/100, this particular car could be the prototype since it appears in publicity pictures.

T60


These cars were produced between September 1959 to January 1961 and approximately 1800 were made.  They were fitted with the 328cc Excelsior Talisman engine fitted and the four speed and reverse type VRB gearbox.  They were available as both soft and hardtops.  Chassis numbers run from 1 to approximately 1800, the chassis plate was the printed SE328 type but with the ‘SE328’ part is often drilled out and T60 stamped in the chassis number block with the chassis number, the plate was mounted on the bulkhead above the brake master cylinder.  

The very last cars had a revised ‘unit’ front and rear suspension layout, presumably to stop the bridge over the differential from breaking and the rear damper top mount detaching itself from the car.

T60/4

These cars were produced from October 1960 and are mechanically and outwardly similar to the later T60. The T60/4 was the same length and width as the standard T60, but differed in having extra room in the back for two seats.  The additional space being created by a revised rear body moulding, thus creating proper seats in the back for two children.  The rear bench seat was fastened to the car and the centre backrest had a bulge in it because of the revised rear wheel arch.  The Car was available in both soft-top and hardtop forms.  These cars used the revised front and rear suspension layouts used on the very late T60’s.

B95/B105

These cars were produced from July 1959 to December 1960 and approximately 200 were made.  Both cars were available as softtops and hardtops.  The B95 was fitted with the 692cc Royal Enfield Meteor engine and the B105 with the slightly better tuned, 692cc Royal Enfield Constellation engine.  Both had the four speed and reverse type VRA gearbox with a floor mounted gearchange.

QB95/QB105

These cars were announced in the 1959 show, but most likely only a few were built.  Both cars were available as soft-tops and hardtops.  They had the same engines as the B95/B105 but were both longer and wider than both them, the standard B95/B105 matched the foursome in dimensions.  Both had the four speed and reverse type VRA gearbox with a floor mounted gearchange.

BANDIT


Only two prototypes were produced in 1960, the original Motor show and press car, 700CNM, is owned by Neil Barber and has been restored. The second prototype car, registered YRX292, was last seen in Swindon in the late 1960’s. The engine was either the 997cc Ford Anglia or the 1399cc Ford Classic four-cylinder unit.
